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FROM THE EDITOR

This issue of Junior Chess has interesting articles. Nigel Nettheim has provided
a nice summary on Sir John Cornforth, the first ever Boy’s Champion, which |
encourage every JCL member to read — you can earn a Nobel Prize even with a
severe handicap (and that is not being a chessplayer). Our President has missed
his calling as a wordsmith but provided an extensive report on the Australian
Junior Championships. GM Max lllingworth’s The Chess ‘Mental Game’ For
Juniors is held over for the next issue! GM Rogers has provided the puzzles for
Find The Winning Move from the Australian Junior Championships. My apologies
far the glitch in the photo captions last issue. The captions for Noyo Akra’'s photo
on page 32 and Sarayu Prakashbabu'’s photo on page 33 were transposed. ACE
have advertised Kenkin's 1000 Checkmate Combinations — a great book!
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SIRJOHN CORNFORTH,
THE FIRST NSW BOYS
CHESS CHAMPION

by Nigel Nettheim

The first NSW Boys’
Championship, 1933, was recalled
in 1ssue 160 (Spring 2023), pp.
54-55. The winner was John
Cornforth (1917-2013), and it is
very interesting to find out more
about him.

Before looking at his chess playing,
we will find out something about
his life outside chess. As a result of
otosclerosis, his hearing deteriorated
from age 10 to 20, when he had
become completely deaf. He
studied organic chemistry at Sydney
University, not from lectures which
he couldn’t hear adequately, nor
from textbooks which he didn’t
trust at all, but by reading original
published articles. He graduated

in 1937 with first class honours,

as did Rita Harradence who in

1941 became his wife, ears, and
research collaborator. Incidentally,
his younger brother Roger was an
excellent sportsman and in 1935
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was captain of North Sydney Boys
High School, which has for a long
time been prominent in junior chess.
John left Australia for England in
1936 and, as far as I know, he never
returned. In 1975 he won the Nobel
Prize for Chemistry, and was also
named Australian of the Year, for
his work on the three-dimensional
structure of a molecule related to
cholesterol, work which is still
relevant today; he was knighted two
years later — hence the title “Sir”.

Here is a photo taken in Stockholm
on 13th December 1975, the day
after he was awarded the Nobe]
Prize, which no doubt explains the
awe visible on the faces of those
present. The venue was the Manilla
School for children and young
people who are deaf, hard of hearing
or have cochlear implants. That
venue tells us why Cornforth gave
his exhibition there: he provided

an example for deaf people of what
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they might achicve despite their
handicap. It is at the same time an
example for all of us of what we
might achieve with or without such
a handicap! Of course, a sufficient
intellect and some good luck are
required.

Here are two comments on his chess-
playing as a junior, as additions to the
quotation in issue 160.

CJS Purdy in the ACR (Australasian

Chess Review) July 1934 p.194:
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Source: Alamy.com

Inter-University Radio Match,
Sydney vs Melbourne

“At board 1, John Cornforth, last
year’s boy champion, defeated the
M.U.C.C. champion, J. H. Kinnear,
in 22 moves. On Alekhine’s
principle of always springing a
surprise in the opening, if possible,
he tried the Blumenfeld [Gambit
or Countergambit, E10], and was
rewarded by getting a won game
with Black in 6 moves, thus:

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 6 3.Nf3 ¢5 4.d5 bS
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[the gambit]

S T o R .2 B = » B B = +

a b ¢ d e

5.b3? White should either accept
with 5.de fe 6.cb d5 7.Nd2 Bdé6
8.g3!, or decline straightforwardly

with 5.Bg5

5...Bb7 6.Nc3?? b4, etc. Black wins
a pawn for nothing.”

The next comment was written
by Lajos Steiner, at that time and
for many years later by far the
strongest player in Australia; an
excellent biography of Steiner by
John Purdy is available at https://
adb.anu.edu.au/biography/steiner-
lajos-11758 . Steiner wrote in The
West Australian, 31 December
1936 page 17, concerning the
Australian Championship:

“Cornforth, the young Sydney
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student, is in some ways a dark
horse, a new-comer in championship
competitions, but experts see the
ability in him and would not be
surprised to find him in a high

place at the end of the tournament.
After his success in science he

is eager to achieve fame at chess

as well. I expected to have a
difficult game with him. I opened
with the king’s pawn and played

my favourite opening, the Ruy
Lopez. He followed the line which
Kashdan, the American master,

tried against me several years back.
At a critical moment my opponent
tried a combination, overlooked a
possibility and lost a pawn. I thought
the game was over, but in the critical
position he recovered and put up a
great fight. But against the tide it is
hard to swim. A pawn is too much,
and a little combination finished

the game; my pawn was not to be
kept back from queening. Cornforth
resigned after the 33rd move.” [The
game-score 1s not immediately
available.]

Now let us look at a few of his early
games, with annotations from that
time (other games, not shown here,
appear in the ACR 1937 pp.108,
258).

ACR June 1935 p.180:
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N.S.W. Championship 1935
Ruy Lopez: Steinitz Defence
Deferred [C79]

J. W. Cornforth - A. R. Nield

Perhaps the best game of the tourney
— won by the youngest competitor.

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.BbS a6 4.Ba4
d6 5.Bxc6+ This quite popular line
is simple and good, as it produces a
common Steinitz Defence position
with the difference that the Black
a-pawn is on a6, where it is probably
weaker than on a7. The direct 5.d4
leads to complications by ...b5, in
which White might assume that his
opponent was well prepared.

5...bxc6 6.d4 ed 7.Nxd4 Bd7 8.Nc3
Be7 9.0-O

[ - TR J IR - N o B = s

9...Bf6 This attempt to gain mobility
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for the black-square B, instead of the
solid and correct ...Nf6, is refuted by
White with unfaltering logic.

10.Qd3 Rb8 11.f4! Ne7 12.Nf3!
Bxc3 Chosen as the least evil, in
view of the threat of e5. But now
Black is at a clear disadvantage,
as White’s black-square B will
get great power. This 1s known
as “losing command of the black
squares”.

13.Qxc3 0-0 14.b3 ¢5 15.Bb2 f6
16.e5! This immediate break-up is
the only way for White to exploit the
black squares.

16...Bc6 17.ef NdS 18.Qd3 Nxf6
19.Ng5 Qd7 Defending €6 and,
indirectly, h7.

20.f5! Rbe8 21.Ne6 Rf7 In such
cases it is a good rule to give up

the exchange for a pawn at once; it
nearly always gives at least as good
a chance as anything, and usually a
better chance. But here it is hardly
worth trying, as the ending would be
so clearly lost.

22.Rf4! White plumps for an out-
and-out K-sider — nature in the raw.

24...Nh5 Running short of
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respectable moves, always a

bad sign, Black elects to invite

the coming attack, knowing that
excursions of Rooks to the side of
the board in the middle game usually
favour the opponent. But White has
calculated well. 23.Rh4 Nf6 24.Qh3

o o~ D
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24...Bd5? A blunder. But if 24...h6,
White should win by the simple pawn-
storm, 25.g4!, etc., which is two-edged
but not quite two-edged enough.

25.Ng5 Rfe7 26.Nxh7 Nxh7
27.Rxh7 Re2 White mates in four.
[1-0]

Notes by CJS Purdy

- me o e mm e e

Cornforth was very interested in
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simultaneous blindfold play. Here
is CJS Purdy in the ACR February
1937 p. 34:

Blindfold Record

“J. W. Cornforth, of Sydney, during
his stay in Perth, established a new
Australian record for blindfold play,
by playing 12 games (score 8-2, 2)
in the remarkable time of 3% hours.
... Cornforth averaged only a little
over half a minute per move. ...
The following is one of Cornforth’s
blindfold wins in Perth, a Queen
sacrifice. They were not all as short
as this!

1.e4 5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nho6? 4.d4
d6 5.Bxh6 gxh6 6.0-O Bg4 7.Nc¢3
Nxd4

B

z

b

d
8. NxeS!! Bxdl 9.Bx{f7+ Ke7
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10.NdS [1-0] A variant of the good
old Blackburne trap!”

And again in the ACR April 1937
p.110:

A Blindfold Virtuoso

“A fine win from Cornforth’s
record blindfold display in Perth.
Damiano’s Defence [C40]

J. W. Cornforth - F. F. Kelly

1.e4 e5 2.N13 16? 3.Nxe5! Qe7!
4 .Nf3 d5! All this is the Damiano -
and dam’ rotten — Defence.

5.d3 Bf5 6.Be2 de 7.de Qxed Better
...Bxed.

8.0-0! Bd6 If 8...Qxc2 9.Q¢l, and
Black’s pawn is likely to choke him.

9.BbS+ K18 10.Rel Qg4 11.h3!
Qh5 12.Re8+ Qxe8 Forced.
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13.Bxe8 Kxe8 14.N¢3 a6 15.Qd5!
Bc8 16.Bd2 Ne7 17.Rel Nd7

a b ¢ d e f g h

18.Ne4!! Rf8 If he took the Queen,
mate in two.

19.Nxd6+ cxd6 20.Qxd6 [1-0].

How many of our readers could play
one blindfold game as well as this?
Then imagine trying to play eleven
others at the same time. Cornforth
may well look back with pride on
such a feat at the age of nineteen.”
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